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Before You Meet With Your Attorney

10 Questions Worth Asking

Creating or updating a will is one of the most meaningful things you can do for
your loved ones — and one of the easiest to put off. When you sit down with an
estate planning attorney, these questions can help you make the most of that
conversation and ensure your plan truly reflects your wishes.

YOUR WILL & ESTATE

1. Is my current will (or lack of one) appropriate for my situation today?

2. How will my assets transfer — and to whom — if | don’t have an updated plan?

3. Should I consider a trust, and what are the advantages for my family?

4. How do | name or update beneficiaries on retirement accounts and life
insurance policies?

LEGACY & CHARITABLE GIVING

5. What’s the simplest way to include a charitable gift in my will?
6. Can | direct a gift to a specific purpose or program at a nonprofit?
7. What are the tax benefits of leaving a charitable bequest in my estate?

8. How do | name a charity as a beneficiary on a retirement account or life
insurance policy?




PRACTICAL NEXT STEPS

9. How often should | review and update my estate plan?
10. What documents should | gather before our first meeting?

KEY TERMS

Bequest
A gift left to a person or organization through a will or trust.
Beneficiary

The person or organization designated to receive assets from a will, trust,
retirement account, or life insurance policy.

Estate

Everything a person owns at the time of their death, including property, savings,
investments, and personal belongings.

Executor
The person named in a will to carry out its instructions and manage the estate.
Residual Gift

A bequest of whatever remains in an estate after all other gifts, debts, and
expenses have been settled.
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Thinking about including

in your estate plans?
We’d love to talk
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